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built entirely of honey-coloured Scottish sandstone (brought as ballast  
on sailing ships). This modest building, now called the Stonemason’s 
Cottage, forms part of the luxury accommodation offering at the 
reborn Kingsford Homestead.

Although the Barossa’s newest – and most anticipated – boutique hotel is 
not due to officially open until 1 July 2012, Barossa Living was given a sneak 
preview of what guests can expect when they take the 45-minute drive from 
Adelaide, and turn onto that authentic farm track that leads to Kingsford.

The property’s general manager Pat Kent is busy watching some back 
episodes of McLeod’s Daughters on DVD when I arrive. “I have to admit I 
wasn’t an avid fan of the show when it came out,” he says. “So I need to 
do some homework in case a guest wants to know what was shot where 
in the series.”

Kingsford Homestead and the surrounding paddocks, which run down 
to the North Para River, are now owned by Stefan and Leanne Ahrens, 

The terrain couldn’t be more typically South Australian: dry 
khaki-coloured hills, a corrugated dirt road, a romantic 
old shearing shed and a huge dome of sky that stretches 
to eternity. Which is probably why the first glimpse of 

Kingsford, an imposing Georgian country house in the southern Barossa, 
comes as such a shock. Although the property is best known as the 
location for the long-running Channel 9 drama McLeod’s Daughters, the 
house itself is a rare architectural specimen – a remnant from an era when 
a young Englishman could become a person of substance in the colonies 
and build a house that ref lected that status.

That is exactly the story of Stephen King who arrived from 
Lincolnshire in the 1850s, bought 3,500 acres of sheep run on the 
North Para River and built himself a substantial house, stables and a 
vegetable garden, as befitting a man of aristocratic pretensions. A team 
of stonemasons laboured for six years to complete the house, which is 

Louise and Stefan Ahrens.
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a third generation Barossan family. The couple originally intended to use 
the grand old house as their personal weekender before deciding to open 
it up as a boutique hotel.

During the Channel Nine years, the beautiful residence had fallen 
into disrepair and, in the nature of that industry, the interiors had been 
knocked about to suit the program’s shooting requirements.

“The first thing that Stefan did when he bought the place was to 
restore the buildings interiors,” says Pat. “That involved a huge amount 
of plastering and rebuilding of walls. Then there had to be new wiring 
and plumbing – all that had to be done from scratch.”

The new owners have clearly trodden a careful path between trying to 
totally restore Kingsford to its original glory and providing the modern 
facilities (such as ensuite bathrooms) that today’s well-heeled traveller 
now demands. But they seem to have struck a good balance – the seven 
new suites are elegant but restrained and the public areas remain true to 

the Victorian era, with their slate f loors, period leadlights, chandeliers 
and open fires.

While the furniture, drapes and fittings are all exquisite, the f lavour 
is more French provincial than Victorian chintz. The interiors are light, 
uncluttered and warm – and every guest room enjoys sweeping views of 
the surrounding countryside.

“Kingsford is about a story and the continuation of that story,” says 
Pat, who will be running the house with his wife Sally. “From the King 
family to being a working station to Channel 9 – and now being opened 
up to the public for the first time in its history.”

Although Stephen King and his descendants lived in some style at 
Kingsford, it is unlikely that they would recognise the house’s current 
incarnation which includes an all-weather swimming pool and spa complex. 
One of the signature experiences is an outdoor Bush Bath overlooking 
the river – a private spot has been chosen. There will be also regular 
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winemaker dinners held in the cavernous old cellars and wide range of soft-
adventure options, such a walking and cycling around the property.

Pat, who previously managed Arkaba Homestead in the Flinders 
Ranges, believes that Kingsford offers a perfect combination of privacy 
and pampering. Discreet, polite service is the order of the day so that 
guests never feel overpowered or put upon.

“We’re hoping that the experience of staying at Kingsford will be that 
beautiful blend of just enough interaction with the staff to know that 
we’re here if they need anything, but enough privacy so that guests will 
really start to treat the place like their own.”

For interstate and international visitors Kingsford Homestead will also 
act as springboard for exploring the Barossa. Local produce will feature 
prominently in the evening meals prepared by Stuart Oldfield and his 
team from Hand Made Catering. Guests will enjoy a number of exclusive 
wine and food experiences in the region.

“We want to give people the f lexibility to explore the Barossa and 

Clare for themselves or join one of our very special tours – such as sitting 
down with Dave Lehmann and having a glass of wine and a slice of his 
homemade mettwurst in his kitchen,” says Pat. “But they can also grab 
one of our picnic baskets and just chill out at the river. The whole point 
of Kingsford is that guests can do whether they want – you don’t have 
to get up at five in the morning to go on safari because there are other 
places you can do that.”

Given the exclusive nature of the property, accommodation is available 
for a minimum two-night stay with dinner, bed and breakfast included; 
picnic hampers are available on request.

Although the King family went on to have a major inf luence on South 
Australian history – Stephen King Jnr accompanied the explorer John 
McDowell Stuart on his final cross-continental expedition – I suspect more 
guests will be more interested in the homestead’s association with McLeod’s 
Daughters. They haven’t been forgotten. Specially-themed weekends are 
planned. For Pat that means a little more quality time in front of the TV.

A signature experience is the private bush bath.
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